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RESILIENCE “I bounce back and don't give up. | make the right choice when dealing with difficult situations.”
RESPONSIBILITY “I am trustworthy, reliable, and able to make safe and sensible decisions. | take ownership of my actions.”
EXCELLENCE “I strive to always achieve my best.
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Welcome
back to
Moyston
Primary for

the start of
a new year!

We have
had a
wonderful
start to
term 1.

sy B

The school
IS running
three
classrooms
this year
with a total
of 32
enrolments
for 2026!

Mark Thompson — Acting Principal >< moyston.pseeducation.vic.gov.au
Q, 035354 2537 @ moystonps.vic.edu.au

& 0402 340 601 (school mobile) f facebook.com/moystonprimaryschool
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ﬁ Late Summ:;l(:::zs:‘y ~Mareh)  We would like to acknowledge the Djab Waurrung People as the traditional custodians
7y Hottest and driost 1 of the land upon which we meet. . .
/ oriest and anes Iime, 5earee  \We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and their ongoing connection to
Q surfgce wa‘rgr, h'|gh bL{shﬂre risk, the land Cl d ol
night sky is bright with stars € lanas we work, learn and play.



“*Calendar/events are subject to change, please
check school communication regularly

Calendar

T1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
3rd February 4th February 5th February 6th February
Kinect 2 Dance

2nd February
Kinect 2 Dance

Week | Kinect 2 Dance | Kinect 2 Dance | Kinect 2 Dance
PLAYGROUP

2
Prep Day offi

Music

12th February 13th February

11th February

oth February 10th February
Prep Day off] Assembly 3pm
Outdoor shelte

Wgek MARC VAN
17th February 18th February 19th February 20th February

16th February
Prep Day off Music

Week Book Club due

4
26th February 27th February

23rd February 24th February 25th February
Week [ MARC VAN SCHOOL Prep Day off Assembly 3pm
COUNCIL Outdoor shelte

5th March 6th March
Possible Curriculum

2nd March 3rd March 4th March
PLAYGROUP Music Day_*to be
confirmed by

Week
School Council*

6
12th March 13th March

9th March 10th March 11th March
Assembly 3pm
Outdoor shelte

Week | LABOUR DAY

74 PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
16th March 17th March 18th March 19th March 20th March
Week Grade 2 & 3 Grade 2 & 3 Grade 2 & 3 Music
8 CAMP CAMP CAMP
Warrnambool Warrnambool Warrnambool
23rd March 24th March 25th March 26th March 27th March
Week | MARC VAN SCHOOL Assembly 3pm
9 COUNCIL AGM Qutdoor shelte
30th March 31st March 1st April 2nd April 3rd April
Week PLAYGROUP Music GOOD
10 FRIDAY
End of term 1




Annoucements

MOYSTON PRIMARY SCHOOL STAFF 2026

Natalie Dowsett - Principal (currently on leave / Acting Principal Ararat Primary School 800)
Mark Thompson - Acting Principal 2026
Zoe Hogan - Class teacher (Foundation - Grade 2)
Michelle Savoia - Class teacher (Grade 3-4)
Kate O’Donnell- Class teacher (Grade 4-6)
Penny Walton-Bourke - Education support (Foundation - Grade 2)
Elisha Green - Education support (Grade 3 - 4)
Matilda Venn - Education support (Grade 4 - 6)
Kelly McKinnon - Business Manager / Education Support
Penny Walton-Bourke - Wellbeing Officer
OSHC - TBC for 2026
Caitlyn Fisher - MARC Library Van (every second Monday)
Josh Whately - Computer Technician (Every Wednesday - 4 hours)
Craig Shalders - Grounds/Maintenance (Wednesday and Thursday)
Kirti Mills - Music Instructor (every second Thursday)
Neil Wilde - Gardening Teacher / CRT (Monday)
Martin O’Callaghan - Gardening Advisor

SCHOOL TIMES SCHOOL CAMPS 2026

. L Prep & Grade 1 - SCHOOL
8.30am - staff on yard duty (students net permitted before this time)
BREAKFAST CLUB OPEN (8.30am - 8.50am) SLEEPOVER

(date to be confirmed)

8.50am - Bag bell (classrooms open)

8.55am - Line up/morning assembly bell

Grade 2 & 3 - WARRNAMBOOL

9.00am - 10.00am - SESSION 1 16™ - 18™ March

10.00am - 10.10am - BREAK

10.15am - 11.15am - SESSION 2 Grade 4, 5 & 6 - CANBERRA

11.15am - 11.35am - RECESS

11.40am - 12.40pm - SESSION 3

12.40pm - 12.50pm - Students eat lunch
12.50pm - 1.20pm - LUNCH PLAY
1.20pm - 1.25pm - Student job time

1.25pm - 2.10pm - SESSION 4
2.10pm - 2.15pm - BREAK
2.15pm - 3.20pm - SESSION 5

3.20pm - End of school

12"~ 16" October

More information for the grade 2 & 3
camp to Warrnambool will be
available soon.

If you would like to make a payment
plan for upcoming camps, please see
Kelly in the office.

. |
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Annoucements
& SWIMMING SPORTS _®

Friday 13" February at Willaura outdoor pool

Parents/carers are responsible for transporting_students
to AND from the swimming_sports at Willaura.

Arrival - 930am for a 10am start
End of program - approx. 2pm
Free swim (parent supervised only)

Parents, families and friends are encouraged to join us for the day.
Students will participate in short races (based on ages and abilities), these include
freestyle, breaststroke and backstroke.

For the non-swimmers there will be some fun kick board and noodle races!

WHAT TO BRING
Full school uniform, plenty of water, snacks and lunch, bathers with a rash top or sleeves
(shoulders must be covered as per our SunSmart policy).

Families may wish to bring a deck chair or picnic blanket.
Please sign permission note on uEducateUs

music 2026 ~

This term there will be no ukulele group lessons at
school, however, Kirti is offering individual lessons in
singing, song writing, ukulele or guitar, should your
children (or yourselves) wish to focus in on their
music.,

Lessons are available for children from grade 1 and
up. Kirti works with the student's own pace and
capacity; to encourage creativity and a broad
appreciation of music genres, whether it be through
writing songs or interpreting existing ones.

Initially she will be teaching from the Moyston Hall at
540 per half hour lesson.

Places are limited so if you would like more
information you can contact Kirti via the details

Hdpl

Kirti Mills
F: 0434 978 551
E: kirti.mills@gmail.com

MARC VAN / Library

The Mobile Area Resource Centre
(MARC) library is an important
resource centre for children and
teachers. Children are
encouraged to borrow books
regularly.
Miss Fisher visits our school every
second MONDAY.

As well as providing a borrowing
service, the MARC librarian
provides a library skills
development program and literary
appreciation sessions for all
students.

Please remind your child or
children to change their books
regularly.

The first MARC VAN visit will take
place on MONDAY the 9" of

ruary.

__ "'\\




Miss Hogan's class
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Our class has had a

wonderful start to the
year!

We have welcomed
four new prep students
to our classroom, with
Penny also joining us as
our education support!

Students have enjoyed
dancing each morning,
cooking lunch using
produce from our
school garden, sports
practice, music, school
routines and plenty of
fun learning in the
classroom!




Mrs Savoia’s class

Students were happy to be back at school for the new
year and goft straight into routines and started to make
the classroom their own.

| Matilda brought
l in her science
laboratory to
show the other
students her
experiment of
mixing
substances.

» i« J

Dusty completed his writing task

Emme showed the
class the items she
bought at the MCG
when she was invited
to go on to the
ground with other
young people during
the Ashes Test match

B S’ruden’rs chose reoders

¥ and books to take home

Students were
challenged to
make an
elaborate
handshake for a
quick brain break
in class.

MERRY
CHRiSTMAS

At the end of last year, Mrs Savoia’s

Advent boxes for those in need in our
community.

The students did an amazing job
raising money and selecting
thoughtful and useful items for the
boxes.



Mrs O'Donnell’s class

SCHOOL LEADERS

This week our grade 6's received their 2026 tops! Good luck to Paddy (School Captain),
Siobhan (Vice Captain) and Jack (JSC Captain) as you lead our school during your final year
of primary school!

B Students have spent the
start of the year making
connections, enjoying
team building activities,
learning their new class
routines and jobs.

During Maths students
enjoyed a group
challenge making the
tallest structure with
spaghetti and
marshmallows!
Students have also
been busy creating
recounts and school
values posters.
The class has also
started learning about
responsible use of
technologies ready for
our ICT Inquiry unit this



Food at school

SCHOOL
BREAKFAST
CLUBS
PROGRAM

Breakfast club is open to all students each school day
from 8.30am - 850am in the student art room / kitchen.

LUNCH BOXES
Students are required to bring a water
bottle, fruit or vegetables for their fruit
break, snacks for recess and food for lunch.

Food is always available at school (from
Breakfast Club and Ararat Neighbourhood
House donations) should students ever forget
their lunch or require more food.

HOT LUNCHES

The student kitchen has a large pie warmer for student and staff use.
Students can bring food for the pie warmer in foil or a container,
please label clearly.

Food will be placed in the pie warmer in the morning and the staff
member on duty will distribute warm food at lunch fime.

We ask that food requiring_ preparation e.g. noodles, please be sent
to school in a thermos or container for the pie warmer.
This is due to safety issues and supervision/staff availability during
lunch.



School Councill

2025 School Council
President - Briana Hopper, Vice President - Bec Matulick,
Secretary - Kelly McKinnon, General members - Anthea Dean
Karen Wilson, Donna Bell, Michael Albers and Chelsea Moon
DET representatives - Mark Thompson & Zoe Hogan

Qur first school Council meeting for 2026 will take place on
Tuesday the 24th of February at 6pm. Our 2025 School Council will meet for the final
time.

The Moyston Primary School Council Annual General Meeting
will be held on
Tuesday the 24th of March where our 2026 School Council elections will take place.

Seeking volunteers from our Moyston Primary
School community!

From Friday the 6th to Tuesday the 10th of March, community members volunteer to work
on the community BBQ at the Pitch Music Festival.

When you help on the BBQ, you nominate the community group you are representing.
At the end of the festival, the profits from the BBQ are divided up between local
community groups based on the number of hours worked for each group.

More hours worked for Moyston PS = more money for our school!

This is a HUGE fundraiser for the school! Please have a chat to a School Council member
if you are interested in helping out.

Moyston
PLAYGROUP

At Moyston Primary School

WEDNESDAY
4th MACRH
-.\9'300"‘ - 11.15am

All welcome
MOYSTON PS
The Ararat Maternal Child & Health Nurse ( &

also will be on site Ararat Rural City



Parent information

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE

Do you live further than 4.8kms from the school AND attend your nearest

designated school?
Eligibility
An application on behalf of a student may be submitted if the student is:
« a Victorian resident;
« school aged and enrolled (3) three or more days per week at a school; and
- attending a school/campus located outside the Melbourne metropolitan conveyance boundary
A student who meets the above requirements may be eligible if they:
- attend their nearest or designated neighbourhood government school/campus appropriate to
their year level, at which admission is permissible, or
- aftend their nearest appropriate non-government school/campus appropriate to their year level,
at which admission is permissible, and
« reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from the campus attended
Note: Eligibility is assessed when the School completes your child’s application on the Student
Conveyance Allowance System (SCAS). If approved, the allowance payable is based on the one-
way distance to make the journey to and from school. For further information regarding the
Conveyance Allowance Program see: https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/conveyance-
allowance/policy?Redirect=1
*Multi-mode conveyance allowances
Multi-mode conveyance allowance applies when a student uses more than one mode of transport
(e.g. private car and public transport) for a journey between home and school.

If you believe you may be eligible, please come to the office for an application form.

uEducateUs

Keeping your school management ahead of the curve

uEducateUs is an internet-based School Management System that can be used on any
computer with an internet browser, as well as |OS and Android phones and tablets.
The uEducateUs system not only stores student data, but also handles attendance, absences,
homework tasks, wellbeing, communication and more.

@uEducateUs

Installing the uEducateUs Mobile
application

All parents/carers are asked to set up
uEducateUs on their
computer/tablet/phone once your child is

. In order to download and install the uEducateUs Mobile
enrolled at MOYSTon PrImOry School. application you must navigate to the default storefront for your @
. . . device and search for: uEducateUs Mobile
The school will provide you with your
parent/carer access and login details.
Please see Kelly if you need your access
details.

£ Download on the If you are an iPhone or iPad user,
« App Store this would be the App Store.

oo If you are an Android user, this
Google Play will be the Google Play store.

This system can only be accessed by the
. Once the app has finished downloading and has been installed .
parents/carers listed on the student on your device, click on the uEducateUs Mobile icon to open it g,
enrolment form.

Mohile



Parent information
PERMISSION SLIPS

There are currently two permission notifications on
uEducateUs for parent/carer approval.
LOCAL EXCURSIONS

In 2026 Moyston Primary School may take students outside of school grounds (walking) to undertake educational
activities in the local area.

The purpose of this form is to obtain parent/carer consent for local excursions during the 2026 school year.

This form does NOT provide consent for excursions that go beyond the local area.

Local excursions are excursions to locations within walking distance of the school and do not involve ‘Adventure
Activities'.

Local excursions that your child may participate in throughout 2026 could include:

Moyston Sheep Dog Trials, Tree Planting, Clean Up Australia Day, Moyston Hall visits, Moyston Recreation Reserve
etc.

Moyston Primary School will NOT seek further consent from you before local excursions take place. However, we
will provide advance notice to parents/carers of upcoming local excursions through the school newsletter, notes,
personal phone message or other relevant notification methods.

For local excursions that occur on a recurring basis, Moyston Primary School will notify parents/carers once only
prior to the commencement of the recurring event, e.g., weekly sports lessons at the local oval. Please keep the
school informed of any updated contact details 1o ensure you receive these notifications.

Where necessary, school staff will administer first aid. School staff will also seek emergency medical attention for
your child if it is considered reasonably necessary.

Any costs associated with student injury rest with parents/carers unless the Department of Education and Training
is liable in negligence (liability is not automatic).

Accident and ambulance cover The Department of Education and Training does not provide student accident
insurance or ambulance cover.

Parents may wish to obtain this cover, depending on their health insurance arrangements and any other personal
considerations.

CONSENT FOR USE OF IMAGES

Our school uses images in a number of ways. Please read the Photography, Filming and
Recording Student Policy on our website, then indicate your opt-in consent on uEducateUs.
Use of images within the physical school environment
If you consent, photographs, video or recordings of your child may be used by our school
within the school environment in any of the following ways:
for display in school classrooms (e.g. in displays of student work, on noticeboards to celebrate
achievements)

Use of images within the school community
If you consent, photographs, video or recordings of your child may be used by our school
within the school community in any of the following ways:
in the school’s online communication, learning and teaching tools (e.g. apps that can only be
accessed by students, parents/carers and school staff with passwords.)
in the school’s newsletter
Use of images beyond the school community/publicly
If you consent, photographs, video or recordings of your child may be used in publications that
are accessible to the public, including:
on the school’s website [including in the school newsletter which is publicly available on the
website and on the school’s social media accounts.

If you wish to remove/change your consent at any time, please see Kelly or Mark.



CSEF

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the
classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the
opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making
Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a
student’s financial circumstances and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS and EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring
experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world HOW TO APPLY
works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and
leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

New applicants should contact the school
office to obtain a CSEF application form or
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to download from the website below.

assist eligible families to cover the costs of school

excursions, camps and sporting activities. If you applied for CSEF at your child's school

last year, you do not need to complete an

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or application form this year unless there has
support an out of home care student you may be been a change in your family circumstances.
eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category

also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. You only need to complete an application
The allowance is paid directly to the school to use form if any of the following changes have
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or occurred:

sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
¢ new student enrolments: your child has
started or changed schools this year.

The annual CSEF amount per student is $400 for all

school students. « changed family circumstances: such

as a change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing this year.

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:
https://iwww.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER
FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Moyston Primary school collects and uses student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy
policy and the Schools’ privacy collection notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, (www.moystonps.vic.edu.au),
describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students.
The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and
withdrawn.

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Microsoft
365/Google Workspace for Education safely at the school and what parents can do to
further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, you have any
questions or concerns regarding your child using Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for
Education, please contact the school.

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for
parents




Bushfire Preparedness

Our school is in the South West fire weather district.

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated and completed our Emergency
Management Plan and reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire
and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.

Our school has been identified as being aft risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 3 school.

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the South West fire district.
Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in South West fire district.
Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be confirmed on the day prior and we will
provide you with advice before the end of the school day. Any information regarding potential or confirmed
Catastrophic fire danger days will be communicated to you by text message.

‘No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days. On
such days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when
Catastrophic days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the
Catastrophic day.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and
preparedness actions here:
Vic Emergency app
Vic Emergency Hotline(1800 226 226)
Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)
ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency
broadcasters

6 :
EMERGENCY

Download the new
VicEmergency app

[ App Store

What |S Issue 1 of Scholastic Book Club has been sent
h today (al ilable in th hool
BOOK CLUB? ome today osoo?f\i/:;;] e in the schoo

Please place any orders via the LOOP app by
Monday the 16™ of February.

Every order placed earns rewards for our
school, these can be used to purchase books
and resources for our students!

Book Club LOOP

Log in, or create a new account at LOOP for Parents

New parents can follow the Wizard to set up a child's

profile . )
. . LOOP is the Scholastic Book Club
Click the ORDER TOb/ and select the child's school and Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform for parents.
Issue of Book Club To order and pay for Scholastic Book Club by credit card visit:

. . www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
Payments are via credit card.

GET IT ON # Download on the

Please note a 1% surcharge applies to all card P> Google play . App Store
payments.




Uniform

MOYSTON PS

SCHOOL UNIFORM

School uniform for Moyston PS compulsory and consists of -
School polo, school hoodie, BLACK socks, BLACK shorts, Please note

pants, leggings or skort that we have

Students may also choose to wear a school dress
Appropriate footwear e.g. sneakers | I m H.e d stoc |(

A school hat is provided free of charge when students
commence at Moyston PS due to our SunSmart Policy.
Parents are required to purchase a replacement hat if

at school.
Uniform orders
will be placed
by the school

needed
Beanies are not compulsory however, if students choose
to wear a beanie, this must be a Moyston PS beanie

Moyston PS school bags are not compulsory as requ I red
through
. ' Fosters
Kids sizes 6,8,10,12,14 $24.00 Mensland in
Adult sizes XS, S, M, L $29.00 Ararat

Kids sizes 6, 8,10, 12, 14 $35.00
Adult sizes XS, S, M, L $42.00 Second hand
uniform is
available free
of charge.

If you have
any uniform
(in good
condition) that
you would like

to donate to

Sizes 6, 8,10, 12,14, 16 $40.00

School hat S/M, L/XL $15.00
School beanie $18.00

SCHOOL BAG the sehaol
please see
One size schoolbag  $45.00 Kelly.

*All uniform must be paid in full at the time of purchase from

the school office BSB 063 500 Account 1004 3733




Upcomi

ng events
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GCH Anime & Manga Club!
The Anime and Manga club for late

- i 1 \ / # / primary/early secondary students between
S~ L ; A Yy 10-14 years olds is back for 2026!
7; N ol an ] .~ The Anime and Manga Club is currently
Y - &Y S =%~ held every fortnight on Wednesdays during
| g | Ay="-8 school terms.
= freri? _- Sessions will run from Grampians
a2 ‘;::f;.“ g “8  Community Health in Ararat (60 High
- ",‘:' » €a) Street) from 4pm - 5pm.
N o — \_n;\_.'b‘t;. Participants will have a safe space to
¢ s ¢ ¥ discuss their favourite anime and manga as
8 : - well as having quiet spaces for
'?- 20N A A 2 : A reading/drawing/games etc.
T \ I e 9@9. % (A small fee of $5 per session will be

charged to cover any costs)
Come along and share your interest in
anime and manga! First timers welcome!
This is a strictly
drug/alcohol/tobacco/vape free zone.

Come along to enjoy a programme of music,
followed by afternoon tea,
to thank Horvaths for their gift of the original
Hall piano, |
and to wish them well for their move
to Melbourne.
All Welcome



Resilience ~ Responsibility ~ Excellence

So much fun dancing each morning this week with
Kinect2Dance!

i
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Moyston PS Official Account BSB 063 500 ACCOUNT NUMBER 1004 3733

Please visit our school website to view all of our
school policies and

Annual Report to School Community S
www.moystonps.vic.edu.au/policies - mar
If you have any questions or feedback regarding « ... .. . T
any school policies, please contact the Principal.

®




